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graduate student, and after the conference I immediately joined.

Bill: That’s a theme that I’ve heard a lot when talking to a lot of RCML members. A lot
of them got into the organization through an advisor. I know that’s how I got here. With
that said, I did another interview with a graduate student and asked her about ways that
she thought we could attract more graduate students. So, I will put the same question to

you.

Gabriel: I think the reason that [ was attracted to RCML as a graduate student, was
because it was a professional space where people would give you an honest and direct
set of feedback. However, they would do so in a way that was very edifying for you, in
a way that would give you nurturing challenges, which is something that my advisor
was really big on. My advisor, Jayne Fleener, was really big on giving nurturing
challenges and asking us to do difficult things, but not in a way that would denigrate
who we were. So, I think that kind of environment was something that really drew me,
and I believe it drew other graduate students as well. So, I think having people
experience that kind of growth in an environment that is rich and nurturing is probably
the most important factor in having graduate students come to us. Which in turn will
help them want to maintain their membership. We want them to be members because
they feel the connections of the community and they want to give back as they become
professors and the younger generation comes up. There’s always going to be that cycle.
We always need people to invest in the next generation. So, not just for RCML to have
grad students, but for RCML to nurture grad students into becoming members who are

professors who nurture other younger people as they progress in the profession.

Bill: What positions have you held while in your nearly 20 years as an RCML member?

Gabriel: My very first position was the newsletter editor of intersection points. Cheryl
Maxwell and other people on the board or within the organization said that I had been
coming to conferences for a long time and that they thought they should ask me to do
something. So, Cheryl came to me and said, I think you can do this; would you do this
for the organization? She said that this is an important role, and we need someone who
1s organized and caring enough to take on this responsibility. I said, well, nurture me
into it. If you help me, I will definitely do a good job for you. Being given the
opportunity to serve in that capacity let me learn from Cheryl about a great many
things. My next responsibility was on the conference committee. I also ran to be the
chair of the vice president for conferences, but I actually didn’t get that position. The

next position that happened for me was VP for publications. So, that’s kind of been my



trajectory.

Bill: What advice would you give to a new RCML member about the best way to

potentially get involved with the organization?

Gabriel: Well, I think people can do it much quicker than I did. The best way to get
involved is to keep trying to get on a committee like the publications committee or the
conference committee. Getting on the conference committee really helped me meet a
lot of other members that I didn’t know before. So, we all have a few members that we
know, and getting on these committees and serving throughout the year helps us know
other people better. I think that is a great way to serve. From there, growing into one of

the leadership positions is a hope that I have for each of our members.

Bill: Thinking about the current conference that we just had, which in this case is rather
timely, because what’s it been? Two weeks? Is there any particular or particularly
memorable experience that you had at this conference that you would like to share with

the membership?

Gabriel: T also tweeted about this, but I really think that the moment when Bill Spear
and Jim Hedden had that hug, where there’s a recognition of what both of them have
done and given to the organization, was really special. We’re talking about not hours
and not days, but weeks of life that they spent. Perhaps even months of life that they’ve
spent over the course of several years to help RCML become what it is. These are the
kind of people that personally inspire me. I want to serve in such a way that I contribute
to the community. Both Bill Spear and Jim Hedden have done that. They’ve contributed
to the community. To see them embrace was a very special moment, I think, for all of

us this last conference. It’s just an inspiration to me.

Bill: Do you know how long it was since they got to see each other last?

Gabriel: I don’t know. Jim came and gave a founder’s talk several years ago. So, [

would say it’s been within the last five or six years since they’ve seen each other.
Bill: I was struck by that too. I agree. So, I just kind of wondered if it had been a while
since they’d actually been together. You know how meaningful that was to talk about

how one was a model and a mentor of the other, and such great careers.

Bill: So, thinking about next year’s conference, which is going to be in Las Vegas









me, “Oh, you’re really going to like that. There’s really good people there, and they’re

',’

very supportive!”. So, everyone told me that I was in for a good experience, and they
were right. It was really great. And everyone was so friendly and supportive and

welcoming!

Bill: Good! Well, do you plan to maintain your membership, and if so, what would

cause you to continue to be a member?

Judy: Well, I do plan to continue my membership. One thing when I started receiving
the journal: the journal has been actually a good resource for me as a doctorate student.
It’s a good journal, and it has helped me. But, what a great organization! I’m proud to
be part of it. So, I am going to stick with it, and I hope to go to come back to the next

conference, if I can find a worthwhile study next year.

Bill: Well, one thing about RCML is that you can present on projects that aren’t

finished, or maybe is even just an idea.

Judy: I actually sat through a couple of presentations that were just ideas where the
presenters were looking for feedback. They were looking for direction, and I thought
that was really cool. What a great idea to collaborate with great minds from across the
country, and get feedback for what you’re wanting to look into. I thought that was

wonderful.

Bill: A question that I have for you relating to graduate school is that RCML would like
to continue to be attractive to graduate students. So, what sorts of things could we, as an

organization, do to attract more graduate students or to continue to do so?

Judy: That’s a good question. I don’t know how you could go about advertising to grad
students. I heard about it through my mentor, but I feel like it would be helpful if they
were just aware of what a great opportunity it is to be a part of this membership. I think
advertising RCML somehow, but I don’t know how you would get the word out,

besides through other members, which is how I heard about it.
Bill: Right, well, that’s actually how a lot of us heard about it, because I got involved in
RCML through one of my doctorial committee members also. So, you’re going to find

that the more people you talk with, that’s a reoccurring theme.

Bill: What excites you about next year’s conference?



Judy: Just coming back in with more experience and more confidence, because I was a
little nervous and shy this time, but I feel like I would probably see some familiar faces
next time. I really met some awesome people this time, and I would look forward to
running into them again and seeing and hearing what everyone is working on and
sharing what I’m working on and getting some feedback or maybe even my

dissertation.

Bill: How far away are you from your dissertation?

Judy: I have one more semester of coursework after this and then I’1l try to pass those

comps and get started writing next spring.

Bill: Are you going to do a pilot study first?

Judy: I’m doing a pilot study now, so we’ll see how that goes.

Bill: If you could talk with a long standing RCML member, what might you ask them?

Judy: The only thing I was kind of wondering was: how people that go to these
conferences often, or have gone to many of them, strategize getting the most from the
experience? For me, I just basically went to whatever presentation looked interesting,
and that was really fun for me. I’'m curious how people go about choosing, because I
couldn’t even see everything I wanted to see. There were too many overlapping
presentations. So, | just picked the things that looked interesting. Some of them were
quite different: not related at all to what I’m studying, but that was really fun for me,
like Natalia Bailey’s work with Guatemala. I have really no pressing need to understand
what’s going on with the math education in Guatemala, but that was so cool learning
about that. I learned a lot, and I’'m so glad I sat in on it. To answer your question, I just
would be curious how other people strategize how they choose which presentations to
see. If you should sit in on stuff that’s related to your work or if you should just sit in on
stuff that you know nothing about. I kind of did a little of each this last week, and I
really enjoyed that.

Bill: Is there an experience or maybe several memorable experiences at this particular

conference that you would like to share with the membership?

Judy: Yeah, I introduced myself to one of the organizers, Kerri Richardson, on the first
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